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Sudan and advanced towards Khartoum,
Osman Digna headed the rebellion in the dis-
trict which lies between the Nile and the Red
Sea. He was a bold, crafty, and war-like slave
dealer, whose troops could fight like wild-cats.
Valentine Baker, formerly of the loth Hussars,
collected a mixed force of irregulars and gen-
darmerie, amounting to 3,500, and in February
1884 set out from Suakin. At El Teb, forty
miles to the south, an inferior force of tribes-
men appeared, and for some unknown reason
panic seized the Egyptians, who fled in dis-
order, leaving a few guns and 3,000 rifles be-
hind them. Baker and his Staff only escaped
by charging through the enemy. As this dis-
trict was within easy reach of the sea the diffi-
culties of transport were very small in com-
garison with those of the Nile Valley, and the
ritish Government had therefore no hesitation
in sending troops to make good our hold on
the coast.
General Sir Gerald Graham took command
of one cavalry and one infantry brigade, with
a strong landing-party of bluejackets and
marines. At El Teb on February 29 there took
glace some of the most severe fighting that
ritish troops ever saw in Egypt. Osman
Digna had collected 12,000 warriors, very un-
like the " Gyppies " who had run away from
Tel-el-Kebir. For three hours they charged
Graham's square and left 2,000 dead before
they were defeated.
On March 13 Graham attacked Osman's
camp at Tamai, 12 miles south-west of Suakin.
Again the Arabs made a fierce onslaught and